FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

FAMILIES UNITING FAMILIES HOSTS 3rd FAMILY GAME NIGHT EVENT
Long Beach, Calif.,—May 10, 2011 (NEWSWIRE)—Families Uniting Families will be extending an invitation to those in the community to join them in their 3rd Family Game Night event on May 19, 2011 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at their offices on the grounds of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, located at 525 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA, 90813.  The “Family Game Night” is an opportunity to meet the staff and participants in a safe environment.  The event marks an occasion to promote “family together time” through a variety of physical games and to recruit new members into the weekly support groups.  Families Uniting Families is a 501 (c) 3 charity organization committed to providing homes, care, treatment and supportive services for abused, neglected and emotionally troubled children and their families.   
“We are very excited to host another game night.  The last event brought out a lot of new folks which resulted in significant additions to our Men in Relationships group,” said James Schrage, Executive Director/Founder of Families Uniting Families.  “I continue to be amazed at how helpful these meetings are.  It is just one of those things you have to experience to really grasp how valuable this program is.”
To address the problem of absentee fathers, CII created Project Fatherhood SM in 1996 to re-engage low-income fathers, particularly in urban settings, in the care and upbringing of their children.  Federal funding allowed Project Fatherhood SM to expand in 2006 across Los Angeles County.  The Project Fatherhood SM Community Grants Program is part of the Responsible Fatherhood Initiative funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Family Assistance.  Back on September 21, 2010, Children’s Institute Inc. (http://www.projectfatherhood.org/)   announced that Families Uniting Families (FUF) would be one of 10 recipients for a grant to initiate a father support group called Project Fatherhood SM.   Since November 2010, FUF has built a loyal following of participants in their Long Beach based “Men in Relationships” support group.  Studies show that children without fathers are more likely to live in poverty, use drugs, drop out of school, develop emotional and behavioral problems, and be incarcerated. The presence of participating nurturing fathers has a profound positive impact on children’s health and well-being.

“I have seen considerable improvement over the past few months in how the children relate with other kids, staff, and especially their own parents,” said Eva Roman, Co Facilitator of the Children’s group.  “The interactions are much more positive.  What I have noticed is that the children look forward to coming.  They get to spend some time with their parents and also play with other kids in a safe place.  They love it!  Project Fatherhood is all about the kids.”
    .   
About Families Uniting Families
Families Uniting Families has been serving children in Los Angeles County and Orange County since 2004. They are known for providing excellent care and treatment to children who suffer from abuse and neglect.  Families Uniting Families cultivates nurturing and knowledgeable families to protect and enhance the welfare and stability of vulnerable children and their families so that they are able to live productive and meaningful lives.  For more information about Families Uniting Families, call (562) 437-4114, contact info@familiesunitingfamilies.org or visit www.familiesunitingfamilies.org.
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